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	Record of Decision: Amendment of Decent Homes Loan Policy to allow for works to proceed prior to approval in exceptional circumstances in targeted loan assistance schemes e.g. District Heating Removal at 19 Longstone Way, Mansfield


	Reasons for decision: The Council is currently progressing a programme to remove district heating provision from certain properties within Mansfield. Some of the affected properties include privately owned homes and therefore the existing loan policy has been amended to offer loan assistance for the provision of gas central heating systems in specifically identified private properties. The system serving 19 Longstone Way requires isolating leaving a number of properties, including 19 Longstone Way without heating or hot water.
A loan is currently being processed with the owner however it has not yet got to the stage of approval and a charge is yet to be placed on the property. Given the exceptional circumstances and the fact that this issue has occurred at no fault of the owner, approval is sought for the progression of works by either the Council’s contractor or a contractor from the EEM framework in advance of approval. The loan will still be progressed in tandem and a charge will still be placed on the property however. The loan is offered using discretionary powers provided by the Housing Reform Order. Usually, works can only be progressed after approval of grant/loan assistance.


	Alternative options considered and rejected: Not to amend the existing decent home loan policy and delay completion of works until the loan is approved and a charge is placed on the property. This would result in the occupier being without essential amenities unless the Council made the decision to turn the district heating back on to this limb of properties.


	Decision subject to call in:  No



Notes:

Signed: Jill Finnesey
Date:
5 July 2021



Contact Officer:
Phil Lord, Private Sector Housing Manager
